
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday, January 12: Entry Form Sent Home 
 
Friday, January 26: Entry Form Due 
When the science fair project entry form is returned a packet detailing rules, guidelines, 
timelines, schedule of events, judging, and planning suggestions will be given to the student. 
 
January – February: Students Explore, Experiment, and Prepare Displays 
 
Monday-Tuesday, February 19-20: Projects Due 
 
Wednesday, February 21: Science Fair Projects Judging 
 
Thursday, February 22: Classroom Viewing of Science Fair Projects & Project Pick-up 
 
Wednesday – Saturday, March 21 – 24: District Science Fair 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT IS A SCIENCE FAIR? 
Everyone has questions about the world we live in. Science is a way of  finding answers to 
those questions. A science fair is an opportunity to share our exploration of how the world 
works with our school and community. We display the results of experiments, working 
models or demonstrations, collections of objects put in scientific categories, inventions, and 
even scientific reports of other people’s experiments. These displays of your science project 
are judged by people from the community. The projects are not compared to each other, but 
are judged on whether you approached the question scientifically, and what you learned. 
The judges’ purpose is to help you think about your project in ways you might not have 
considered, and to learn even more about science and how to use it to explore the world! 

  
WHO CAN ENTER? 
All Ladd Elementary students may enter the science fair. They may enter as individuals, in 
small groups of students, or with family members (especially recommended for Kindergarten 
students). These divisions are explained in more detail in the packet they receive once they 
have they returned their entry form. Teachers are also encouraged to conduct and enter 
classroom experiments. 
 
NOTE TO PARENTS 
Science projects, even simple ones, take a considerable amount of time and effort from both 
you and your child. You may wonder why you should bother, what your child is going to get 
out of it. Originally, scientists developed what we call the scientific method because it is a 
logical way to find answers to questions. It works for all kinds of questions. All children are 
curious about the world around them. Learning to use this method of investigation gives 
them a tool to learn about their world and to think logically about it.   
 
By helping them explore an interest, decide on a testable question, and design a project to 
try to answer that question, you are helping them develop critical thinking skills which will 
benefit them throughout life. Start early to allow lots of time for exploring ideas and materials, 
and repeating experiments. Help them look for ideas at the library, on TV commercials, from 
coworkers or friends with special expertise, on the internet, etc. This is the stage of the 



project where you can be the most help. 
By encouraging them to do as much of the project themselves as possible, you are helping develop 
ingenuity, independence, self-confidence and pride in their accomplishments. Unpredicted results are 
not failures! Let them develop their own ideas about the reasons for their results. Resist the 
temptation to give them the “right answer”. The process is the important thing here. The actual 
research and development of the project involves many academic skills (reading, writing, searching 
for information, presenting the final project) combined in a “real-life” application. Help them keep a 
daily log of their research, and write the report of their project, but encourage them to do as much of 
this themselves as possible for their grade level. Have them explain the project to you. This will help 
them understand the project better, and will give them practice for the judging. 
 
HOW DO YOU BEGIN? 
FIND A QUESTION! Pick a general topic that interests you and examine it. The more you work with a 
material or idea, the more questions you will think of. Pick a question that you can test and build your 
project around it.  Design your project so that you can answer the question.    

 
PLANNING YOUR PROJECT 
Now that you have your testable question, you should decide what  type of project (experiment, 
demonstration or model, collection, invention, computer program or scientific report) will BEST 
answer your testable question. Here are some ways to decide on the best type of project for your 
testable question. 
 
Most testable questions can be answered by conducting an EXPERIMENT. For example, you might 
notice that your cat seems to prefer a particular cat food. You could ask the question “If my cat has 
the choice of 5 different foods, which one will she choose?” Your hypothesis is that she will always 
pick the one you think is her favorite. You would test it by offering her the choice, and you would 
repeat it at least 3 times, writing the results in your experiment log. Then you would look at the 
results, and decide whether they support (agree with) your hypothesis or not. This is your conclusion.  
All that’s left is to put together your display. Even if your testable question has been answered in a 
book or by an expert, it is better if you test it yourself, if you possibly can.  
 
If your testable question is about how something works, then you may want to build a WORKING 
MODEL or DEMONSTRATION to answer your question. For example “How does a diaphragm 
muscle help you breathe?” can be answered by building a model of the diaphragm and lungs to see 
how they work.  
 
If your testable question is about how an object or process might be improved, then an INVENTION 
or COMPUTER PROGRAM might be the best way to answer your question. If your question was 
“How can I improve my gym shoes to make them more bouncy?”, you could answer it by adding 
springs to the bottoms, and testing to see if the bounce has  improved. 
 
If your question is about how objects of the same type are different, then a COLLECTION might be 
the best type of project for you. For example, “How are  types of wood different?” can be answered by 
collecting samples of different types of wood. Photographs of object that cannot be displayed (horses, 
snowflakes, etc.) are also acceptable. Please, no commercially prepared collections.   
 
If your testable question is about the information available on a particular scientific subject, you might 
want to do a SCIENTIFIC REPORT. This may also be the right type of project for you if an 
experiment or demonstration is not practical. For instance, if your question is “What kind of plants do 
elephants eat in India as compared to Africa?” or “How is the atmosphere of Venus different from that 
of Earth?” it would be very difficult to actually perform the experiment yourself. 
 



 
 
ENTRY FORM: An entry form is required per student, even if the project is completed as a small 
group.  When completed, return this form to the School Science Fair Coordinators, Rosalee Edwards-
Sam or Brandi Grohman by Friday, January 26, 2018. 
 
IMPORTANT: Please include email & phone, as this is how parents are notified if a student will be 
attending the Interior Alaska District Science Fair. 
 
 
STUDENT:___________________________________________________________________ M / F 
 
SCHOOL:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GRADE:_____________ TEACHER:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
PARENTS:_______________________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GROUP SIZE: (Place the number of participants in the appropriate space. REMEMBER: Due to 
space considerations, class projects should send three or fewer representatives to the judging 
interviews.) MARK ONLY ONE. 
 
__________ ONE STUDENT (completed by a single student) 
 
__________ SMALL GROUP (completed by two to four students) 
 
  List the other students in the small group: 
 
  1. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  2. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  3. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________ FAMILY (completed by a student and his/her family members) 
 
__________ CLASS (completed by a class) 
 
 

Ladd Elementary 
2018 Science Fair 



PROJECT TITLE:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CATEGORY: (Place a check beside the appropriate type of display. MARK ONLY ONE.) 
 
_____Experiment    _____Demonstration   _____Science Report 
 
_____Science Collection   _____Invention    _____Computer Program 
 
 
TOPIC: (Place a check beside the appropriate topic. MARK ONLY ONE.) 
 
_____AN Animals       _____EN Engineering 
 
_____PL Plants       _____PH Physics 
 
_____WE Wildlife/Environment     _____AS Astronomy/Space Science 
 
_____HB Human Biology      _____ES Earth Science 
 
_____MB Microbiology      _____WR Weather 
 
_____CH Chemistry      _____IN Inventions 
 
_____MA Mathematics      _____CO Computers 
 
_____CE Communications/Electronics    _____CS Consumer Science 
 
 
Do you require an electrical outlet? ____________________ (If yes, bring a short extension cord.) 
 
 
All containers of liquids must be protected against leakage and spillage to the maximum extent 
possible. Please use plastic wrap to cover open containers when items must project out the top 
(straws, stems, etc.) Hazardous materials, such as bacteria, unsealed Petri dishes, open flames, or 
dangerous chemicals may not be exhibited. (Photos or illustrations are recommended instead.) 
Valuable items or equipment should not be left unattended at the science fair, as the displays are not 
monitored. Project size shall not exceed 2 ft. front to back, 3 ft. side to side, and 6 ft. top to bottom.  I 
will not show a live or dead vertebrate animal, and my exhibit will not be hazardous to people or the 
environment. My project fits the size limitations and is self-explanatory. I will comply with guidelines of 
the Science Fair. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature  
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature (teacher signature permitted if project is completed at school) 


